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version, Charles Laughton made one of his greatest
successes. Of Gogol's other plays a one act piece
The Gambler, which shows how a sharper Is outwitted
by others, deserves mention for the ingenuity of its
plot.

With the establishment of the 2nd French Republic
in 1848 censorship became even stricter in Russia.
A small society which met on Fridays to discuss
abstract subjects was discovered by the police
and its members punished with extreme severity.
Twenty-one, after being sentenced to death, were
reprieved and sent either to Siberia or into the army.
Dostoevsky was one of them. This period with its
stifling of all liberty was the darkest in Russian literary
history. But with the accession of Alexander II during
the Crimean War there began an era of reform. The
serfs were emancipated, the systems of justice and
local government revised. With the gag loosened,
if not altogether removed, writers breathed more freely
and the age produced the three great novelists Turgenev,
Tolstoy and Dostoevsky.

Of these three the last was not a dramatist, though
scenes from some of his novels have been adapted for
the stage. Turgenev (1818-1883), too, is far better
known as a novelist than as a playwright His dramatic
writing was confined to the early part of his career.
Even so, A Month in the Country is an interesting
piece. It concerns a woman, Natalia, fond of her
hard-working husband and placidly aware of the
platonic love of Rakitin, a friend of the family. Her
ward Vera, a girl of 17, falls in love with a Moscow
student and Natalia realises with self-contempt that
she is jealous of the girl The husband puts down
his wife's distress to love for Rakitin. Vera, child
though she is, feels that she cannot stay in the house
with Natalia as her rival and takes refuge in marriage
with a man three times her age whom she despises.